FAFSA – Free Application for Federal Student Aid
www.fafsa.ed.gov
The FAFSA should be filled out by ALL students who are interested in attending any post-secondary educational institution.  There are several types of Aid that is available by filing the FAFSA.
	Pell and other grants – grants are monies that do not need to be repaid.  These grants will be available based on financial need.  Full Pell grant recipients will receive $5,730 per year.  Supplemental Opportunity and other grants are awarded by institutions on a student by student basis.  
	Federal Subsidized, Unsubsidized, Perkins and Parent Plus loans – to receive a government issued loan you will need to file the FAFSA.  The advantage of a federally issued loan is the interest rate is generally lower and comes with better repayment terms than what you could get at a private institution.  
	Federal Work Study – Federal Work Study (FWS) funds are available to schools to help their students obtain part-time jobs while in school.  Many schools on-campus workforce is funded through FWS and a FAFSA is required to get an on-campus job.
	Scholarships – There are need based scholarships that depend on FAFSA eligibility and to qualify for these you would need a FAFSA on file.

**The 2015-2016 FAFSA will be available after January 1st 2015.  Pay close attention to the deadlines your chosen institution has set and make sure your FAFSA is filed prior to that date.  To accurately file the FAFSA you will need your 2014 tax returns.  If you do not have this completed by the school deadline use your 2013 to submit and amend your FAFSA once you have the new year’s information.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]**Both Students and Parents will need a pin number to use as your electronic signature.  This can be obtained any time at www.pin.ed.gov.  I would recommend having your pin prior to sitting down to complete the FAFSA.
